A robust gardener of Neuchatel married a stout, healthy woman from Nassau, in whose family, according to her account, no Bluter had been known. By her he had a family, consisting of five boys, and one girl who never exhibited any symptoms of this complaint, and died in convulsions when three years of age. Of the five boys, one died of convulsions on the day of his birth ; three died of hemorrhage ; and the last, now seven years old, will probably soon follow his brothers, from the same cause. The symptoms exhibited the following course in all. A fortnight after birth, which was natural, ecchvmoses began to appear in different parts of their bodies, spontaneously, or from the slightest pressure, and slowly disappeared, leaving a yellow tint behind them. About the end of the first year, but especially after the third, they were seized with violent epistaxis. The slightest puncture caused a great loss of blood ; coughing produced haemoptysis, and diarrhoea bloody stools in clots. The fourth bit his tongue at play, and died in a few days from the hemorrhage, which it was impossible to restrain. All were subject to frequent attacks of pain and swelling, with ecchymosis of the wrist, ankles, and knee-joints, attended with fever; the complaint usually lasted about a fortnight, and then disappeared with the subsidence of the swelling and removal of the ecchymosis. On one occasion, two leeches were incautiously applied to the knee of the eldest, the bites of which continued to bleed for three days, and were only stopped by the twisted suture. Except varicella, which the survivor has had, none of the others were attacked by infantile diseases, though prevalent in the neighbourhood. Dentition [Jan. [Jan.
as erysipelas, shingles, eczema, acne, furuncles, &c., very seldom if ever produce any diminution of inflammation, or in fact any effect whatever.
4. When applied after vaccination, preparations of mercury exert a marked influence over the course of cowpox. The vaccine virus frequently produces no effect at all; at other times a very small pustule forms, or only a simple vesicle filled with a whitish fluid and occasionally only a simple pimple or tubercle is developed. Thus tbe action of mercury in smallpox and cowpox seems to be identical. Mercury applied to the vaccine eruption after the fourth day has no influence over its course ; and our author has shown in the precedingpaper, that in smallpox, " in order that the plasters may have the effect of modifying the eruption, they must be applied before it has become pustular."
M. Briquet draws the conclusion from these facts, that mercurial preparations have no effect in simple inflammation of the skin, but only over some peculiar specific forms, in which the mercury does not exert its influence over the inflammation, but the virus itself, which it renders less active, or even inert. Epilepsy treated with Belladonna. By M. Jules Picard. Since the 9th of September, 1837, twenty-two patients, afflicted with epilepsy, have been treated with belladonna in the wards of M. Ferrus. In six it produced symptoms which indicated the propriety of its discontinuance. In eight it was employed during a space of time, varying from forty days to four months and a half. In these it was discontinued, either on account of its producing no effect, or because the patients were tired of the treatment, or wished to leave the hospital. The remaining eight continued the treatment. Three commenced with 4 grains, fourteen with 6 grains, one with 9 grains, and three with 12 grains. The largest dose given was 18 grains. In three cases the epileptic seizures were not so frequent.
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